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6* The main highways 


I /See Enclosure (4)7 were 13 to IS feet wide 

aM tracks could pass each other easily* These roads were ot gravely mixed 
with clay;, and were grswied and wall. dMlned* Small /bridges and most of the 
culTerts were made of log wood, althou^ there were some culverts of concrete* 
The maintenance of these roads had been taken care of by the Finnish Army* 
Material, fcxr road construction, such as gravel or sand, was available along the 
roadways* 'These roads, ; - :■ . exic'ept ) during the rainy season in the 
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spring md. fall^ were i^eaTsle. for all types of traffic® 

7® The secondary motos*^ rcmds leading to the main highw^s from th^t adjacent heavy- 
forested areas were few and far between* Ihey were mere paths, showing no graa- 
ing and little nsej; most of these secondary roads could not he used&r heavy 
traffic or for motor vehicles* 

8* The Mm^mansh to Leningrad railroad, as well as the railroad west from Snoyaxvt 
to Finland, was single -tracked arid' wid^ -gauged* *016 roadbeds were of sand and 
gravel, and wood.en ties were used* There were railroad sidings constructed in 
the larger towns. All egulpment on these railroads was Finnlsh| All of the USSR 
equipment had been evacuated to the south and southeast* 

9* It WES the plan of the retreating Soviets ■ .o e'vacuate all the people who lived 
east of the Finnish -USSR border. Many of those of Finnish extraction ana others 
who showed opposition to Gonmiunism had been moved into the interior prior to 1939* 
The retreat was so sudden that 20 to 25 ^ of the population was left behind and 
most of those who were' left behind were old people or small chUdren. The peo- 
ple in the ^ea were about 50?^ Russian and 50?& Karelian>, a n d a few Communist- 
Finni'ah families who had moved into the area, after World '¥dr I*: There were two 
languages spoken, Russian and Karelian (Finnish)*. Most of the young peonle dp 
to 35 years were Communists and were not friendly but bitter.P I The 

older people generally maintained their independence And rather enjoyed j 

presence.- Much of this condition could be traced to 'the fadt that these older 
people had seen hundreds of their '"own/ people taken by the 'USSR and put into labor 
camps or-^forcdd. Into the Soviet army y. and that when the '"proper time presented 
itself, they showed their bitterness towards the Soviets^ 

10. The'tei^ln of this ^ whole area was similar to the terrain found in Finland, vest 
of the border* It was rolling country with an occasional large hill, dotted 
with, numerous lakes of various sizes, and fast -moving creeks €^d small rivers, 

were jammed with logs which were on theip^ way to the saw mllls down- 
sti*eam* Everywhere were dense forests' of spruce and pine* 

11* There was fishing in the various lakes, but^ the eAtches were \ised for local con- 
smptlon. ¥ild life In this area cohsisted' of birds, bears, elk' and deer, which 
wei^ plentiful. ■ ' ' ■ 

12* Small ruraJ, settlements, consisting of from 10 to 3p buildings, were located at 
■ - various'^ distances from 20 to 30 ' miles apaft albhg the main highways* Occmsional- 
ly* a single house with a small blearing tJrould shc3^ along the highways*' More 
thah'haif of' the' dwellings were' ^tgyty* ' - 

13*’ An occ'aAibttaif small piece of land -i^; bleared' out of the forests and used for 
grbwlng vegetables and' grains, mbstiy potatoes, barley, oats and wheat* !I^ere 
was hd reforestation* - 

14*^ Rearer to the larger tcwns, farms of from 40 to 60 acres were tilled. These fr ms 
had' a few dairy cows, hc^s and sheep, which grained upon the' native grasses of this 
Area, andywere used only for local constJTOtlon*. The growixag period in this area 
- * is from 90 to one^hxmdred days, and the quality and quantity' of' crops compares 
with those raised iU'^ east Finland* 

15 • The soil in this area was a sandy loam, with patches -of gravel* Jt was tilled 
’ * with old machinery, using small native horses* ^ 

l6* Winters are very cold In this arba and last from October through April* The tern- 

pisratures in December, January and February, often fall low as ^•SOo* During 
the mbnths of July and August, their summer, the temperatures are comfor- 

table and sb aa higH as 80 ^ during the daytime, a3.thou£.;h the nights are cool. 
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A topical home ms one-etory high, cbn&tiniet^id with an exterior of either rough 
Imher or logs^ and an interior finish of either wooden hoards or rough plaster# 

T!ie houses had no 'hasemehts , and 'shingles were used for the roof# fhe houses 
usually contained two bedrooms, a living -room, and a c<M)ination'l:itchen 
dining-room^ Other buildings associated i^th the home usually had the same 
exterior as the house# 

Xhe only industry with exportable products in 'this area was that of lofegingi'With 

smli saw-mills located in various toras# At Kondopoga, t here were two saw ' 

mills and one pulp mill, although these were not operating f | 25X1 

mor to feld II, these wood products were shipped by rail' south and east 
to the ‘more populated; areas# -> • . - 


Bach district had its own hospital, . but nearly all the personnel had been e*me- 
uaied ' leaving only a few old people to look after the sick* Each district aisb 
had its own public health system, but Its personnel was not well trained* ^bily 
in the larger towns was., there a; doctor#- Public Healthy Hospitals, as weH as 
the schools were taken over by the Finnish pe^onnel of the Finnish military 
government.. / . . 

toie prevailing diseases in the area were those common to the Itangs and throat, 
■tuberculosis and i^sentery# In 19^3; in the Petrozavodsk area, there ims a 
serious typhoid epidemic# There was very little; venereal disease# The personal 
hygiene of the natives was very, good; they followed thelf' old ctistom of taki^ 
steam baths# Many of them had' their own private steam-bath house, and the vil- 
lages and to'pts had public steam-bath houses# ' In the summer of 19^3> tliere 
were some cases of malaria; the cause of same was ^tfaoaduto ithe^mOsq^ito, a -species 
kfio^/m es anopheles maculipennis# ihe patients were treated vitb quinine and soon 
recovered# ’ ■ ■ 

With the exception of the people of the city of Kondopoga, which in noimal times 
had a population of eight thouseuid; no other towns or villages had a mtanicipol 
water System* Usually they took their WatOT* from lakes or springs, 
department labeled it as safe# 

There we^ a large hydroelectrldi plant at Kondopoga,- also, which furnished power 
and light to the nearby villager # 
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Garbage disposal was handled .1^ private c611eati6n> garbage was:' dumped ’in an area outside 
of the village limits where it 

In the larger towns , there were Greek Orthodox churches, and these were faithful- 
.ly attended by the older folks# The younger people being Comraiuilsts did not 
'attend bhurch# , The influence of Comimmism’ was noticeable in most' of the homes, 
ch'ui'ches a^id in all schools, ^ere' signs such as "Stalin, our Father and Savibtu:** 
were posted in conspiclous places# 


:Schooi. books; were written in both the Mhnish and Russian languages; and 
SQto school textbooks that were printed in Russian type, but written' in the 
Finnish Itoguage# • ' ■ ' " . . * 


The natives entertained' themselves, much Mis | ^In Finland in the rural areas, 

by group gatherings, where folk-dancing and singing wer e done# The songs were 
old Karelfam songs, which hei,ve been the* theme for many | | Finnish- songs ♦ 

Dances also were slmiler to tlie folk dances in Finland# 
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Sketch of Area Near FiimishA?SSR Border 
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